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Wenham Connects Age & Dementia Friendly Task Force 
 

 
Wenham Connects Committee 

Meeting Minutes of October 23, 2019  
 Wenham Town Hall, Main Street 

 
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30 A, §§ 18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all 
Committee members, a meeting of Wenham Connects Age & Dementia Friendly Task Force (WCAD) was held on Wednesday 
October 23, 2019 at 11am – 12:30pm in the Selectmen Meeting Room, first floor.    
 
The Town of Wenham is committed to becoming an age and dementia friendly community.  As the population of Wenham 
ages, we are taking a proactive, solutions-oriented approach to face the challenges of aging together.  Creating a more supportive 
environment for older adults creates a more inclusive and compassionate community for all.  Our age friendly initiative is 
called Wenham Connects, building a vibrant sense of community for older adults. 
The Wenham Connects Committee is a nine-member committee appointed by the Board of Selectmen (BOS).   
On February 12, 2019 the Board of Selectmen unanimously appointed the following people through June 30, 2020: Marianne 
Cannon, Albert Dodge, LuBeth Kuemmerle, Martha Lowery, Ann O’Shea, Patricia Tremblay, Francois Wilhelm, and Ex Officio 
members James Reynolds, Counsel on Aging (COA) Director, and the Town Administrator.   
 
 
Call to order: With a quorum present Ms. Cannon called the meeting to order at 11:00 am. 
Committee members present: M. Cannon, Chair; M. Ford; M. Lowery; A. O'Shea; P. Tremblay (A-11:05pm); J. Reynolds                                   
Not Present: W. Dodge; F. Wilhelm; Meredith Carlisle; L. Kuemmerle; 
Also Present: Jackie Bresnahan, support staff;  
 
Ms. Cannon announced that the meeting was being recorded. 
 
Introductions - There were none. 
 
Review and Approval of Minutes – September 25, 2019 
Vote: The committee unanimously approved the meeting minutes of the September 25,2019. 
 
Reports 

 Town Administrator/Staff, Anthony Ansaldi/Jackie Bresnahan  
Ms. Bresnahan confirmed that Ms. Cannon was on the Board of Selectmen’s November 5 meeting agenda to give a brief 
presentation to the Selectmen about Wenham Connects. 
Ms. Cannon noted that Ms. Bresnahan has met with her regarding updating the town’s the web site with Wenham Connects 
information.  
 

 Wenham COA Director, Jim Reynolds, printed the pamphlets.  These were distributed at the flu clinic, which was 
thought to have gone well and was successful.  Ms. Bresnahan noted more than 130 people attended the clinic. 
Mr. Reynolds said he has requested that the COA board and COA Friends to include Wenham Connects when they have issues 
related to aging residents and to advocate for Wenham Connects. 
 
The Mass COA conference was recently held in Danvers.  Mr. Reynolds summarized that Age and Dementia Friendly topics 
were a big part of the conference.  Mr. Reynolds provided the committee with information from the conference as an overview 
of what is being talked about at the state level through Mass COA.  Wenham Connects is not formally a part of dementia 
Friendly Massachusetts and went on to recommend the committee apply to become a part of this organization. 
Mr. Reynolds provided the committee with information from the conference: “Why older adults matter in the community” and 
“Who fills the house when older adults move” and statistics provided from the Town of Dracut of residents 65 and older. 
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Ms. Bresnahan noted that the statistics could be made Wenham specific.  The Committee thought that would be a good idea 
and that it includes how Dracut has dealt with addressing these statistics. 
 
Mr. Reynolds spoke about his COA Board and COA Friends and that they want to participate with Wenham Connects in being 
a positive influence.  
Ms. Cannon suggested member of each of these boards be on Wenham Connects as ex-officio members. 
 

 Wenham Connects, Marianne Cannon, Chair 
Ms. Cannon provided the committee with a draft of her presentation to the Board of Selectmen on November 5 and asked that 
the status of the domains be updated.  Ms. Cannon reviewed the presentation with the committee and asked for feedback. 
 
Domain Reports  

 Outdoor Spaces and Buildings –Win Dodge/Marianne Cannon Transportation 
Ms. Cannon met with Selectmen Clemenzi on October 9 regarding a community project to clean up the Cedar Street trail; even 
though the trail was cleared as an eagle scout project, the land is owned by the Salem Beverly Water Board.  The Water Board 
are the ones that should be contacted.  
Ms. Cannon spoke with Scout Leader Matt Bailey about the Cedar Street trails who suggested that rather than trails/ benches a 
Wenham clean-up day be organized in May.  Mr. Bailey noted the Girls Scouts are very active as well and that scouts get credit 
for the hours they work. 
The Wenham Veterans Committee is promoting Wreaths Across America in December to place wreaths on veteran’s graves at 
the Main Street Cemetery. 
 
Mr. Reynolds noted that the COA is holding office hours for veterans once a month. 
Mr. Reynolds mentioned that the scouts deliver a holiday plant early in December to residents 85 and older.  He suggested the 
Wenham Connects pamphlet be provided with the plant. 
 
Ms. Lowery suggested touching base with the DPW Supervisor, Bill Tyack regarding a service day. 
Ms. Bresnahan recommended the committee start promoting the service day date well in advance. 
  

 Housing—Win Dodge/Meredith Carlisle (Intern) 
Ms. Carlisle was not present and communicated via email with Ms. Bresnahan to present her report on housing. 
The focus was on home sharing and accessory units; a memo to outline will follow including additional updates including her 
research on the bylaw changes, and updates on possible grants.  
Ms. Bresnahan informed the committee that Ms. Carlisle semester is coming to an end and questioned if the committee wanted 
her to recruit for a Wenham connects intern position to continue to work with the committee starting the new semester in 
January.  The committee was very supportive of having an intern. 
 
Ms. Cannon added to this report by reiterating the recommendation to bring policy change for housing to the Selectmen. 
Ms. Bresnahan said the Planning Coordinator Margaret Hoffman is the appropriate starting point for this discussion and Ms. 
Hoffman has been updated on the thoughts and ideas of the committee regarding housing and would like an invitation from the 
committee to begin discussions on how to go forward.   
 

 Social Participation—LuBeth Keummerle, Ann O’Shea, Patricia Tremblay 
Ms. Keummerle was not present but sent notice that she had to delay her coffee social.   Ms. Tremblay sent out invitations for 
an afternoon tea on November 7 with the goal to have a second get together at the end of the month. 
Ms. O’Shea said she spoke to 12-14 neighbors on surrounding streets who were excited about the coffee social; Ms. O’Shea is 
having her get together on October 30. 
 
There was a side discussion to begin using the spread sheet Mr. Wilhelm created on neighborhoods to keep track of the coffees 
and participants.  Mr. Reynolds will get in touch with Mr. Wilhelm. Ms. Bresnahan suggested a visual aid such as a map/pins to 
keep track of attendees.    
 
  

 Respect and Social Inclusion - deferred 
This domain integrated into all active domains 2019- 2020 
 

 Civic Participation/Employment--deferred 
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 Communication and Information—Mardi Lowery  
Ms. Lowery reported that he has been meeting regularly with Ms. Ford and Mr. Reynolds.  They have identified 12 stakeholders 
and divided this list with the goal to educate the stakeholder regarding Wenham Connects, and get feedback about what the 
stakeholder sees as unmet services, needs, etc. for seniors, and get a sense of what is going on from that stakeholder’s 
perspective.    
Ms. Lowery continues to work with Sandy Williams at the High School, who is working on a list of tasks and strengths in what 
is being called a “Peer to Peer” program for high school students to help seniors.  The program puts students volunteers 
together with a mentor from the COA to work together on a project for a senior resident.  Wenham Connects is the overseer of 
this program. 
Ms. Lowery will begin to work on the Wenham Connects resource guide. 
 

 Community and Health Services—Marcia Ford  
Ms. Ford reported that she met with the WISSH Committee (Wenham Issues of Social Services Help) and then separately with 
the chair to further discuss how Wenham Connects can link with WISSH to address social service needs and the structure used 
by WISSH to distribute funding.  WISSH is interested in partnering with Wenham Connects as a resource.    
WISSH will be added to the stakeholder list. 
Ms. Ford attended the flu clinic held in Wenham to keep a Wenham Connects public presence. 
Ms. Ford spoke on possible grants for Wenham Connects being offered through Tuff’s Health Insurance: Systems & Best 
Practices and Policy & Advocacy.  These applications are due the end of January.   Ms. Lowery asked for feedback of where the 
Committee wants the funding to go. 
The COA Friends Group will be asked to be the conduit for the funds and to allow the use of the Friends 5013C nonprofit 
number. The grant funding amount is between $2,000 & $60,000. 
Suggestions for the funding was to put it towards creating a housing app, printing the resource guide, possible staff, advertising 
(marketing) for events i.e. senior housing workshop. 
 
The Committee further discussed the grant application and how Wenham Connects would be the over-arching entity and 
incorporate the various domain tangible activities focused on those that could be done in the year and be input/output driven; 
supported by staff time, resources gathered; research, programs, training sessions and how these translate into outcomes that 
support seniors. 
 
Ms. Ford suggested the COA be open a second Sunday in a month that is supported by one of the stakeholders and promote 
seniors connecting with these stakeholders.  
  
 
Unfinished Business  
 
 
New Business  
 

 Wenham Connects invited to Board of Selectmen Meeting November 5; the meeting begins at 6:30pm.   
 

 Next Meeting Wednesday November 27, 2019, Town Hall at 11:00am. 
 
Adjournment:  The committee adjourned at 12:30 pm. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By  
Catherine Tinsley 
11.21.19 


